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served would, of course, have made impossible the celebrated
"House of Mirth" at Albany. Then there are many statutes
against intimidation in elections, particularly in the South;
and there were many acts of Congress passed under the
Fourteenth Amendment, but these have practically all been
held unconstitutional.

The form of the ballot is another matter that has been
the subject of much legislation. Our States vary, as does
still public opinion in England, between the extreme of pro-
viding by the Constitution itself for the secrecy of the ballot,
and the other extreme of requiring that all voting should be
viva voce, as was formerly the case at least in Kentucky.
Public opinion has universally settled in favor of the former;
and to protect the voter's freedom, the so-called Australian
ballot has very generally been adopted, the principle, of
course, being a ballot on which all candidates' names are
printed, with or without party designations, and against
which the voter makes his mark. In their practical work-
ing, however, these laws depend on the simplicity of the form;
thus, it works very well In Massachusetts, where the form
is simple and the ballot short, and very badly in New York,
where the contrary is the case. Opinion is pretty well
united on the advisability of the Australian ballot, the only
remaining difference being as to whether any party designa-
tions should be printed. Most practical politicians desire
that the name "Republican" or "Democrat," or even that
some party symbol like a star or flag, should be affixed,
which can be understood by the most illiterate voter; also,
that the voter should be allowed to make one cross opposite
the word "Republican" or "Democrat" when he means to
vote the whole of the ticket, "in order to give each candidate
the benefit of the full party strength." On the other side it is
argued that all voting should be Intelligent and never blind,
and that if the voter does not take the trouble to mark all
the names on the ballot it sufficiently indicates that he is
indifferent as to some of the candidates even of his own